
 
 

Son of Sno*Drift IX   January 6th, 2007 
 

To all the workers and competitors of Son of Sno*Drift IX: Thank you for being a part of one of the 
best iterations of our little winter rally.  Unfortunately, there wasn’t much of a winter atmosphere to 
the rally.  There was no snow or ice to make the roads extra challenging.  However, a few new 
roads were selected this year that I felt were more fun and interesting than some of the roads used in 
the past.  We had 41 teams enter the rally and all but two made it to the end.  With such a large 
entry, the workers are given that much more work to deal with.  All of our crews did an exceptional 
job and should be both congratulated and thanked for their efforts. 
 
Working at registration and three controls were Mary and Jerry Shiloff.  Mark Henderson and Brian 
Swindler handled sweep.  Joe Sladovich and Paul Cameron worked as car #00 in the first section 
and took two controls.  The following crews worked three controls each, Steve Ray/ Greg Kwasnik, 
Ryan and Genevieve Thompson, Steve Baumbach/ Mark Kleckner, Paul Eddelston/ John Gingrich 
and Rob Moran was matched up with the wife and friends of one of the competitors.  I’m not sure 
how much fun the wife had – but the friends seemed to enjoy themselves.  Working the closed 
controls were Bob Martin and Kent Gardam/ Alvan Allison. 
 
Speaking of closed controls, this was an experiment that has been in the works for a couple of years 
now.  Finally, this year, I was able to put it in place.  The idea was to catch the competitors in 
locations other than the all too common control that have been used year after year.  The experiment 
worked well but will need a little fine-tuning for future use.  Competitors must be made aware that 
there is a risk of  “double jeopardy” with the system as it is.  What this means is, if a mistake is 
made prior to the closed control, the same error will likely be carried into the next open control.  
The first penalty may be justly deserved, while the second one is not.  In the future there will be a 
mechanism in place (much like a T/A) where the competitor may request a correction to their open 
control score.  For example, a team may miss a 10 pause and arrive 10 early at the closed control 
and then maybe 11 early at the open control.  In this case, their request should be approved, and the 
team would score 11 points instead of 21 for the two controls (10 for the closed control and 1 early 
at the open control). 
 
Regardless of what we do next year – this year’s rally was pretty good.  Part of it was the fact that 
we were able to accommodate the field of 41 teams.  Additionally, we had to deal with nineteen 
Novice teams.  Such a large contingent of Novices tends to keep our control workers busy.  I am 
glad that many of the Novices understood and took advantage of the Time Allowances.  T/As are 
beneficial to keeping the competitors from taking undue risk.  The downside to the use of T/As is 
that it takes longer for the scoring crew (Bob Martin and Kent Gardam) to sort out the leg times for 
all teams.  This is why scores were not finalized until about 11:00 p.m. 
 
Before we got to the scoring of the rally there were the roads.  Most ranged from smooth unpaved to 
rough and sloppy.  Some were very twisty and there were also a few with a fair amount of elevation 
change.  These roads were still fun without the snow and ice – but would have been much more 
interesting with the slippery stuff.  All the competitors I spoke with at the end claimed to have had 
fun and enjoyed the roads.  One particular road, early in the second section, drew a lot of comments.  
A couple of miles before control #9, the road was submerged under a small lake.  Luckily, it wasn’t 
very deep so everyone seemed to make it through without incident.  The same could not be said for 



one of the “civilians” near control #22.  Evidently the car, traveling the opposite direction to rally 
traffic, went off the road and struck a tree.  That by itself would be bad – but this car caught fire and 
burned to the ground!  Fortunately, the driver escaped unhurt. 
When the scores were finally tabulated trophies were handed out to the first three places in the 
Novice class.  Taking third were Amanda and Mike Stump with 475 points.  Second in N were Dan 
Hudson and Andy Kirts (466).  Winning the Novice class were Robert Polmbas and Bill Thomas 
with a score of 393.  In Stock, second place was taken by Richard Worden and Richard Robinette 
(67 points).  Taking the Stock win were Bob Kay and Mike Bennett (55).  Limited class was very 
close, with Jim Fekete and Jim Shaffer edging out Ken and Dennis Wiedbusch 39 to 41.  In 
Equipped, the father/son team of Dave and Daniel Harkcom collected only 17 points.  This still was 
not good enough to beat out the team of Ron Johnstonbaugh and Jack von Kaenel who scored just 
12 point over 23 controls. 
 
Overall, the rally went quite well.  There was one minor calculation error on one of the leg slips, but 
it was quickly discovered and the correct leg time was determined.  With the exception of the 
“water crossing” – most of the roads held up well despite all the rain received in the days leading up 
to the rally.  The workers did exemplary jobs of keeping the event running smoothly and efficiently.  
And judging from the comments by the competitors, the route and the roads were fun and 
enjoyable.  Maybe next year we’ll actually get some snow. 
 
Thank you to all who made Son of Sno*Drift IX a good event. 
 
Scott Harvey – chief cook and bottleneck, Son of Sno*Drift. 
 


