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Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting  
Wed. August 8, 2018 
On the Border, Northville, MI 
 
Attendees: 
Frank Putman, Scott Harvey, Jennifer Glass, John Kytasty, Steve Balanecki, Cindy Wisner, 
Brian Thorpe, John Lisiecki, Aldo Parodi, John Fishbeck, Ken Wiedbusch, Matt Wolfe, Jon 
Trudeau. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm.  
 

1. Current and Online Business 

a. July 2018 minutes were not approved online. Once again, “yes” votes did not 

match “yes” posts. Motion to approve minutes, S. Harvey, 2nd Jen Glass, 

unanimously approved. 

b. BOD Travel reimbursement policies update in progress.  

c. Web Master – J. Lisiecki’s contact did not respond. Keith Armitage has someone 
interested and will follow up. 

d. Budget Subcommittee – KA and JK discussed. Need to communize budget 

process. 

e. Thayer Automotive – declined to give extra sponsorship money. Will maintain at 

$1,200 and asked for total to be allocated to Rallycross. Thayer would like 

feedback on website hits, and how we market the sponsorship. There was 

discussion of increasing their visibility on Facebook, as well as possibly giving a 

free event entry to any member buying a car from Thayer. See Appendix 11 for 

further discussion. MW will follow up on web data. 

 

2. Reports (including new/updated 2018 Event Budgets and follow up) 

a. Race 

i. No report 

b. Rallycross 

i. Great Lakes Champ. Series (#7 & 8), July 28 &29. I-96 Speedway. 
There were 61 entries, most of whom had a good time. The nearby pig 
farmer complained about the dust after a wind shift, but a course change 
reduced the dust. The new owner is happy to have us back in October and 
kept the rent at $1,000. 

ii. Budget, Crystal August 25 (Appendix 1). Motion to approve, Brian 
Thorpe, 2nd, Matt Wolfe, unanimously approved. 

iii. Budget, I96 Speedway, October 6, (Appendix 2). Motion to approve, Jen 
Glass, 2nd, Scott Harvey, unanimously approved. 
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iv. Budget, Oakshade Raceway, November 3 & 4, (Appendix 3), This is a 
Divisional Rallycross, entries will not be capped. Motion to approve, Scott 
Harvey, 2nd, Cindy Wisner, unanimously approved. 

v. Budget, Thistle Hill, December 1, (Appendix 4), Motion to approve, John 
Kytasty, 2nd, Matt Wolfe, unanimously approved. 

c. Autocross 
i. After the Fireworks, July 13 -15. Oscoda. Joint with SVR. 136 cars, 

good event. 
ii. Oscoda Pro Solo, August 3 - 5. 220 cars entered. 

iii. Before Nationals, August 17 - 19.  Funmover not needed. It is still in 
Tawas. 

iv. Budget, Fall into Autumn, Schoolcraft, September 30. (Appendix 5). 
Discussion: increase charity donation from $7 to $13 per car. This is the 
same as the insurance and sanction fees which are waived for a charity 
event. Motion to approve as amended, John Kytasty, 2nd, Jen Glass, 
unanimously approved. 

v. Budget, Season Ender, MIS October 13. (Appendix 6). Will use infield 
road course. No porta potty needed. Motion to approve, Cindy Wisner, 2nd, 
Matt Wolfe, unanimously approved. 

d. Rally 
i. Moonlight Monte, July 21, 15 cars entered. The four equipped cars had 

very close of 9, 13, 13, 14.  
ii. POR, September 8 & 9, will go into the UP this year. This will be run as a 

one-day event and is shorter than previous years. The entry fee was 
raised from the anticipated $100 to $120 to cover extra fuel costs. 

iii. Budget, Pavement Ends, November 10, (Appendix 7). Motion to 
approve, Scott Harvey, 2nd, Jen Glass, unanimously approved. 

e. Asst. RE 
i. Banquet – first weekend in February 2019 should work. Looking for 

location suggestions. Possibilities include The Henry Ford. 
f. RE  

i. Round Table Discussion, on Membership Retention. National Office 
asked Detroit, Houston and Texas Regions to participate. Frank Putman 
and Steve Balanecki will join in. 

ii. Safety Violation at the pro Solo event at Oscoda. “Autocross Rules” 
1.3.2.O state: “Children under twelve (12) years of age and pets shall be 

prohibited in the staging, grid, start, finish, and course areas.” This rule was 
violated at this event and suggested corrections were ignored more than 
once. In future, safety rule violations could be reason to shut down the 
event until safety is restored. 

g. Treasurer 
i. Cash - We have approx. $180k in the bank. 
ii. Work Load is very high, and some extra help is needed. Jen Glass will 

discuss with Dan Assenmacher and report to the BOD. 
h. Membership report 
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i. We have 1447 members, a decrease of 36; 16 new, 52 lost. Steve B. 
sent emails to the non-renewals with a few responses, mostly race people 
who are sitting out a season. 

ii. Service awards – 13 were sent out. 
i. Equipment  

i. Conquistador will get new tire soon. AC quit. KW will get estimated to fix. 
ii. Fire Extinguishers, need advice from Insurer.  

iii. Opioid Overdose, how to identify, how to use Narcan nasal spray. 
(Appendix 8). 

iv. Flags, will need new flags if Detroit GP runs next year. 
j. Open Exhaust, next issue will be Summer 2018, at the end of August. 
k. Street Survival®, September 22, need instructors. 
l. Website/Social media, no recent success in finding a webmaster. 
m. Special Events 

i. FSAE, final budget will be available soon. Cooper Union is suing the SAE 
for damage to its car which tipped over while being towed. DRSCCA is not 
involved. 
A Recap Meeting was held to discuss the 2019 event, course etc.  

ii. Detroit Grand Prix, Frank Putman sent a letter of support for continuation 
of the Detroit Grand Prix to the MI DNR. (Appendix 9). At a recent meeting 
for comments about the DGP, 400 people attended. Response was 
overwhelmingly supportive, with a few against. It looks likely that the event 
will take place in 2019. 

iii. Empire Hill Climb – September 15. In progress 
n. Social events. This year is the 70th anniversary of the Detroit Region. A special 

event, yet to be determined, will be held. 
o. Calendar Review – discussed events planned over the next few months. 

 
3. New Business 

None 

4. Next Meeting – September 12, 2018 at On-the-Border at 7:00 pm 
 

5. Adjourn 9:24pm  
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Appendix 1 – Budget – Rallycross, Crystal, August 25, 2018 
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Appendix 2 – Budget – Rallycross, I96 Speedway, October 6, 2018 
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Appendix 3 – Budget – Rallycross, Oakshade Raceway, November 3 & 4, 2018 
 

 



 

Page 7                                                                           August 8, 2018 minutes, ver 5                     B. Thorpe          9/12/2018 

Appendix 4 – Budget – Rallycross, Thistle Hill, December 1, 2018 
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Appendix 5 – Budget – Autocross, Fall into Autumn, Schoolcraft, September 30, 2018 
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Appendix 6 – Budget - Autocross, Season Ender, MIS, October 13, 2018 
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Appendix 7 – Budget - TSD Rally, Pavement Ends, November 10, 2018 
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Appendix 8 – Narcan Nasal Spray 
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Appendix 9 – RE Letter to MI DNR re continuation of the Detroit Grand Prix (Page 1) 
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Appendix 9 – RE Letter to MI DNR re continuation of the Detroit Grand Prix (Page 2) 
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Appendix 9 – RE Letter to MI DNR re continuation of the Detroit Grand Prix (Page 3) 
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Appendix 10 – Agenda, August 8 BOD Meeting 
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Appendix 11 – Thayer Automotive Sponsorship 
 
Notes by Jon Trudeau: 
 
Hi Frank - Per our short call, I was finally able to reach Adam Thayer. He does not want to increase the 

sponsorship from the current $1200 level (I asked if he wanted to do  $1400 even, but he was not 

interested). He also did not see the value to Thayer Auto to sponsor the POR rally as it is well outside of 

his business selling region. So he requested to send him an invoice for $1200 for just the rallycross 

sponsorship.  

 

Frank/Jen - Please generate an invoice for $1200 and email him  adam.thayer@thayerauto.com. In the 

invoice and/or email we must include what his sponsorship dollars are doing for him. Webpage(s) and 

social media exposure, headline on all MSReg entrants, Open Exhaust letter, signage at the events, 

recognition on all Rx monthly & year end trophies, stickers on Rx cars, etc. The Thayer name is 

plastered on about anything and everything, we need him to understand this and feel his sponsorship is a 

good investment. 

 

Matt - When Frank and I met with Adam in June, he suggested placing our marketing/social media 

person (i.e. you) in touch with Thayer's (Kim Gusway 734-838-1823) for alignment and cross exposure. 

There is definitely more potential rallycross program exposure if we can link our media with Thayer's. 

So please contact her.  

 

One potential program that could be fun and bring in more rallycross participants is to offer buyers of 

Thayer automobiles one free entry for a rallycross event. Frank pitched this a bit in our face to face 

meeting with Adam. Likely only for used cars from the VW & Mazda dealership. But maybe for new 

VW and Mazda cars we could offer a free autocross entry and work with Thayer to extend and increase 

their sponsorship to the autocross program? But in order for this idea to work, we need the Thayer sales 

folks educated about SCCA rally and autocross. And also how to get those interested Thayer customers 

in touch with SCCA folks so they can register. 

 

Thanks, Jon. 

 

 

mailto:adam.thayer@thayerauto.com

