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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACTS  
Bruce Fisher, Chairman and Rallymaster: 517-282-9516 BAFisher@aol.com  
Aaron Usher, Rally Director–Detroit SCCA: 517-348-4267 usheraar@gmail.com 

PRESS ON REGARDLESS® RALLY 
September 7-8, 2012, the 63rd Anniversary  

 
2012 marks the 63rd Anniversary (64th running) of the Detroit Region Sports Car Club of America 

(SCCA) Press On Regardless Rally (POR), the oldest continuously run rally in North 
America. The 2012 event is sponsored by Thayer Automotive, Competition Limited, Thompson 
Racing Fabrication, Team Harco, and One Way Engineering. More than twenty teams of drivers 
and their navigators will compete over 525 miles of mostly unpaved roads near Indian River, 
Michigan during the two-day event September 7-8, 2012. This TSD (Time-Speed-Distance) rally 
is NOT a race, but rather a competition involving precision driving and teamwork between a 
driver and a navigator.  

 
Press On Regardless first ran in 1949, with entries including an SS100 Jaguar and a 1936 
Duesenberg.  That first POR started in Dearborn, 
and took competitors to Battle Creek and Flint before 
returning to the start. The first winners drove a 1949 
Studebaker. Since that first presentation, POR has 
been a unique event, going from an SCCA-
sanctioned National Rally, to a “brisk” 24 hour Time-
Speed-Distance event and then to a closed road 
performance event patterned after the European 

Championship rallies. After several years as a FIA 
listed event, it became the first World Rally 
Championship Rally in the United States in 1972. When SCCA initiated the Pro Rally series, 
POR joined that series and was generally considered not only the oldest but also the longest, 
toughest and meanest event on the schedule.   Finally, in 1994, the Detroit Region decided to 
return the event closer to its roots, and it once again became a TSD event.   
 
The challenge of a TSD rally, such as POR, is to follow of route instructions, which describe 
both the route to be followed, and the speed at which the car should be traveling. Periodically, 
competitors encounter checkpoints – unknown to them – where the rally car is timed precisely. 
The difference between the actual time the car arrives and the time the car should arrive, based 
on the route instructions, becomes the competitor’s score. A perfect score is zero, indicating the 
car arrived exactly on time. Cars are penalized for each hundredth of a minute they arrive early 
or late. The 64th running of POR will award points for the SCCA Detroit Region, Great Lakes 
Division, and National Tour Rally Championship, and the overall winner’s names will be added 
to the “GENE HENDERSON MEMORIAL TROPHY” along with all of the past winners since 
1949. 

The Winning Car of the First POR 

mailto:BAFisher@aol.com
mailto:usheraar@gmail.com


 

PRESS ON REGARDLESS 

63
rd

 Anniversary 
 

 

 

 

  
 

FACTS: THE 63rd ANNIVERSARY OF PRESS ON REGARDLESS® 

 
Dates:  September 7-8, 2012 
 
Headquarters: Hometown Inn, Indian River, MI. (231) 238-3000. A block of rooms has been 
reserved until August 31 for $85. Mention Detroit Region POR when making reservations. 
 
Course:  Each day’s event starts and finishes in Indian River, MI.  The course covers many 
famous rally roads from previous Press On Regardless® rallies, most of which are unpaved.    
 
Schedule:   Friday START: 6:00PM – FINISH - 2:30AM (200 Miles) 

Saturday START 1:00PM – FINISH 1:30AM (325 Miles) 
 
Expected Number of Competitors:  20-30 Teams (two people per team) 
Expected Number of Event Workers: 25 
Total Number of Competitive Miles Driven (20 cars + course cars): 12,000 
 
The Detroit Region of the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) was founded in 1948 to promote 
and support amateur motor sports on a local level. The Detroit Region SCCA has more than 
one thousand members, who participate in RoadRally, Solo, RallyCross and Road Racing 

events.  For more information, visit the Detroit SCCA website: www.detroit-scca.org. 
 
Thayer Automotive is a Hyundai, Mazda, and Volkswagen dealer located in Livonia, Michigan. 
Thayer has been a long time sponsor of Detroit Region Rallycross and the Sno*Drift Rally. They 
are pleased to add POR to the group of automotive events that receive their support.   Please 

visit Thayer online at thayerauto.com. 

 
Located in Traverse City and serving the motorsports world since 1969, Competition Limited 
offers full car customization and race preparation, specializing in auxiliary lights for everyday to 

off road and rally use.  Visit Competition Limited on the web at competitionlimited.com. 

 
Thompson Racing Fabrication specializes in the fabrication of customized components for all 
performance vehicles, including roll cages and complete rally car preparation.  TRF is located in 

Milan, Michigan and can be found online at thompsonracingfabrication.com. 

 
Team Harco Motorsports is Scott Harvey Jr's Rally and Racing team from Waterford, Michigan. 
  
One Way Engineering is an automotive repair company that Tom Woodside owns and operates 
in the greater Detroit area. 
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If you’d like more information about this event or to become a sponsor, please call Bruce 

Fisher, Chairman and Rallymaster at 517-282-9516 or email Bruce at BAFisher@aol.com.   
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